
By TAFFY CANNON
Robin Burcell and D.P. Lyle, M.D., made their names 
in the mystery world by applying their literary skills to 
their day jobs. Burcell was a police officer and Lyle is a 
practicing cardiologist. Each is generous with technical 
information and many of us in the mystery community 
are beholden to both of these award-winning writers.  
Robin Burcell and Doug Lyle spoke with Friends Forum 
about their work, on and off the page.
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Better 
Books Sale
Oct. 2-3
The merchandise for 
the Friends Fall Better 
Books Sale is the best 
we’ve had yet, with 
hundreds of magnifi-
cent art, coffee-table, 
history, children’s clas-
sics, cookbooks and 
other literary treasures.  
Most are oversized and 
as-new, and all are 
priced far below what 
you would pay at a 
big-box bookstore.

The Better Books Sale 
will be held Saturday, 
Oct. 2, from 9 a.m. to   
4 p.m. and Sunday, 
Oct. 3, from 1 to 3 p.m. 
in the Cole Library 
Community Room. The 
finest books and big-
gest bargains always 
move quickly, so come 
early for the widest 
selection. All books 
remaining on Sunday 
will be marked down to 
half-price.

The Carlsbad Garden 
Club will hold a simul-
taneous Plant Sale just 
outside the western 
entrance to the Cole 
Library at the top of the 
steps coming up from 
City Hall.

Please note: The Better 
Books Sale replaces the 
parkway and parking 
lot sales that the Friends 
used to have and is 
held inside the Library.

Robin Burcell served as a police 
officer in Northern California 

for more than 20 years and was 
trained as a forensic artist by the 
FBI. Her series about San Francisco 
P.D. Homicide Investigator Kate 
Gillespie was nominated for many 
mystery awards, and Deadly 
Legacy won the Anthony Award 
for Best Paperback Original Novel 
at the Bouchercon World Mystery 
Convention. Her new series featur-
ing FBI Special Agent and forensic 
artist Sydney Fitzpatrick begins 
with Face of a Killer and The Bone 
Chamber.

How does real police work differ 
from fiction? 

Fortunately for the majority of
real-life police officers, it isn’t near-
ly as exciting, and the action isn’t 
nonstop. In crime fiction, the of-

Alabama native D.P. Lyle, 
M.D., has practiced car-

diology for 30 years in Orange 
County. He has worked with 
writers on such TV shows as 
Law & Order, CSI: Miami, 
House, and Monk. His four 
nonfiction books include 
Forensics for Dummies, which 
won the Macavity Award 
and was nominated for Best Fact Crime 
by the Mystery Writers of America (MWA). His latest 
crime novel, Stress Fracture, introduces forensic and 
criminal behavior expert Dub Walker.

How did you first get involved in providing forensic 
information to writers?

Jan Burke asked me to write a column for the MWA 
SoCal newsletter. The column spread to other newslet-
ters, and then I constructed my website and began 
fielding questions from all over the world. 

What kind of forensic errors do writers commonly 
make in fiction? 

I see several different types of errors repeatedly. One 
is that someone is knocked unconscious and written 
out of the story, if not forever, for at least a few hours. 
You know, whacked on top of the head, dumped in 
the trunk of a car, taken to some remote location, and 
doesn’t wake up for several hours. Convenient for the 
plot but virtually impossible in real life without severe 
and permanent brain damage. Most people wake up 
within a few minutes after being knocked unconscious. 

D.P. LYLE, M.D.

ROBIN BURCELL
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ficer usually ends up in a gunfight at least 
once per book, often has a serial killer or 
the mob after him, or is dealing with ma-
jor departmental corruption in which the 
head corrupted official sends someone to 
kill the good cop. Sure, bad cops do exist, 
but they are, thankfully, not as prevalent 
as fiction would have us believe.  
The other major difference is 

that fiction skips over the boring 
aspects of police work, like the 
hours and hours spent writing 
reports, or whittling down an 
interview of a suspect or witness 
to the salient points in the inter-
est of not boring the reader. 
What kinds of mistakes do 

writers make about police 
work?  
There are too many to men-

tion them all. A very common 
mistake is when a writer sends a lone 
cop into a potentially dangerous situa-
tion where a real-life cop would never go 
without backup. A cop has been trained 
to know this is a very foolish thing to do 
alone. He would call for backup, then 
wait for them to arrive.  Or he would take 
another officer with him from the start. 
Then there are the classic gun mistakes. 

Like chambering a round in just before 
entering a dangerous situation. The whole 
idea is to be able to draw the weapon 
and fire. The gun would have been 
checked at the beginning of a shift, not 
as they are about to enter the deadly 
situation. You see this in movies and TV 
shows all the time as the cop is about to 

face the bad guy. The TV cop pulls out 
his gun, grips the slide and pulls it back to 
load a round (or possibly to check to see 
if a round is in there?). In real life, since 
the round is already chambered, the cop 
would lose one and you’d see a round 
being ejected. 

Your new series features an FBI forensic 
artist. Where did she come from? 

An FBI agent friend was always traveling 
to one country or another on FBI business. 

Since I had been FBI-trained in 
forensic art, I thought this 
would be a great way to 
combine police knowledge 
with forensic art and create a 
series with a larger canvas, us-
ing the FBI as the main agency 
instead of being tied to one 
city police department, such as 
San Francisco. 

What do you like to read for 
pleasure? 

I read everything. Mystery, ac-
tion/adventure, romance, literature. To 
me a good book is a good book. The 
best stories seem to combine some of 
these elements and cross genres. 

What have you read recently that you 
particularly enjoyed? 

The last Harry Potter book. I had to know 
what happened at the end, and I didn’t 
want to wait for the movie next year. 

Visit Robin Burcell at www.robinburcell.
com.

Taffy Cannon is the president of the 
Friends of the Carlsbad Library, an author 
and a professional organizer.

riting in the brief lull separating the end of the Summer 
Reading Program from the start of school, I am struck by 
the rare condition we are experiencing at this moment: the 
quiet, leisurely use of our Library. This only happens about 
three weeks out of the year, when families are either getting 
ready for the start of school or enjoying the holidays.  
The Summer Reading Program roared through the past 

few months, enjoyed by more than 5,300 readers of all 
ages whose attendance at weekly programs topped 8,200.  
We could not have presented such a successful program 
without the sponsorship of the Friends and 4,500 hours of 
volunteer support. 
The brief moment of quiet allows us to reflect on how 

actively the Library is used by the 
community throughout so much of 
the year.  
By the time you read this, the time 

for reflection will have passed; youths 
and adults alike will fill every table 
and computer chair, the busy fall 
schedule of programs will begin, and we will once again be 
in high gear. What an amazing opportunity we all have to 
provide resources so vital and heavily used by the com-
munity of Carlsbad. Thank you for your part in making this 
possible.
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— Heather Pizzuto, Library Director
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Another has to do with gunshot 

wounds. This is particularly true in mov-
ies. The victim is shot and falls dead 
and that’s the end of it. In real life 
this almost never happens. It takes a 
while to die from a gunshot wound 99 
percent of the time. Only a shot to the 
heart, the head, or the upper portion 
of the spinal cord will lead to instanta-
neous death. Otherwise death comes 
from bleeding, and this takes a while.

What accounts for the public fascina-
tion with forensics? 

Basically it’s the combination of sci-
ence and dirty laundry. People like 
cool scientific things, and they definite-
ly like gossip. Forensics, since it deals 
with crime, is a science that overlays 
often tragic stories. Interesting stories 
at least. 

Who are some of your favorite crime 
fiction writers?

Hands down, the greatest living fic-
tion writer is James Lee Burke. Others 
are Elmore Leonard, Lisa Gardner, Tess 
Gerritsen, Robert Crais, T. Jefferson 
Parker, Don Winslow, Dennis Lehane, 
and many others.

What have you read recently that 
you particularly enjoyed?

I loved Robert Crais’s The First Rule, 
Jeff Parker’s Iron River, Tess Gerrit-
sen’s Ice Cold, and I recently finished 
rereading Capote’s In Cold Blood – a 
masterpiece.

Visit Doug Lyle at www.dplylemd.com.

ROBIN BURCELL D.P. LYLE, M.D.
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For the first time, the Friends book-selling opera-
tion participated directly in offering prizes for 
the Summer Reading Program.   
Each child who reported 10 times during the 

course of the Summer Reading Program re-
ceived a gift certificate to the Friends Bookstore 
or Cole MiniStore for a high-quality, as-new 
children’s book. More than 700 certificates were 
redeemed by participants, and we congratu-
late all these enthusiastic young readers.

Taffy Cannon, president
Linda Sarnowsky, 
vice president
Ed Bauman, treasurer
Pat Hansen, secretary

Eva Shaw, 
Friends Forum Editor

The Friends of the 
Carlsbad Library can 
be reached at carlsbad 
friends@carlsbadcagov 
or by calling the 
Friends Bookstore at 760-
602-2020.
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Collection Development Librarian 
Susan Simpson is retiring this Sep-
tember after 20 years of service to 
the Carlsbad City Library. We asked 
her to share some of her favorite 
books from the tens of thousands of 
titles she has ordered for the Library    
during that time.

It has been such a pleasure work-
ing for the Carlsbad City Library for 

the last 20 years, and one of those 
pleasures has been working with the 
Friends of the Carlsbad City Library. 
Your generous support 
of the Library positively 
affects the lives of many 
patrons. Thank you.
One of the best parts of 

my job during the last 20 
years has been discov-
ering lots of wonderful 
new writers. Most of 
these writers have series 
with interesting charac-
ters, who develop and 
change as the series 
progress. Here are some 
of my favorites. I always 
recommend starting 
with the first book in 
a series, so check the 
catalog, or the online 
database Novelist, or ask your 
friendly reference librarian for as-
sistance. Enjoy!

KATE ATKINSON: Her series of books 
featuring private detective Jackson 
Brodie is full of delicious unravelings 
and untanglings and revelations of 
unexpected connections.

JIM BUTCHER: His Harry Dresden 
books feature the only working wiz-
ard in Chicago. Good, evil, heroes, 
magic, pizza-loving fairy sprites, 
werewolves, gangsters, vampires 
and reanimated dinosaurs – what 
more could you ask for?

CHRISTOPHER FOwLER: Bryant and 
May are two elderly detectives with 
London’s beleaguered Peculiar 
Crimes Unit.

ALAN GORDON: The Fool’s Guild 
mystery series features Feste, whom 
you may remember as the fool in 
Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night. He had 
a purpose far deeper and broader 
than foolery, and later he recon-
nects with Viola in surprising ways.

KERRY GREENwOOD: In 1920s Aus-
tralia, rich and titled Phryne Fisher 

solves mysteries and is an 
unflappable flapper.

DENNIS LEHANE: He had 
me hooked when I read 
Shutter Island. He has 
written several stand-
alones, and also the 
series featuring Patrick 
Kenzie and Angela 
Gennaro.

PETER ROBINSON: In-
spector Alan Banks solves 
murders in the Yorkshire 
area of England, and 
also has excellent taste in 
music. 

IAN RANKIN and DENISE 
MINA: Rankin’s Inspec-

tor Rebus works the crime scenes in 
Edinburgh. Mina’s journalist Paddy 
Meehan is involved with bad doings 
in Glasgow. The real Scotland, far 
outside the tourist guidebooks.

MARTIN CRUz SMITH: His Arkady 
Renko novels present a cynical, 
ironic and determined policeman 
coping with the upheaval of Russia 
during the last 20 years.

CHARLES TODD and JACqUELINE 
wINSPEAR:  Both of these writers and 
their various characters present the 
devastating personal after-effects 
of World War I in England.

Welcome!
The Friends of the Carlsbad Library welcome 
new Life Members Pam Strojny and Holly Moyer.

Librarian Shares Her
Favorite Writers From
a 20-Year Career

Collection Develop-
ment Librarian Susan 
Simpson says discov-
ering new writers has 
been one of the best 
parts of her job.

Photo by Vicky Tarulis

Friends Donate Books
as Program Prizes

A wide selection of as-new books was offered 
to the reading program’s young participants.

Summer reading Program HigHligHtS

Increase 
from 2009number of PartIcIPants 

  Ages 0-3                         499            33 %
  Age 3-6th grade           4,145         11 %
  7th-12th grades             427            17 %
  Adults                              254

  SRP volunteer hours      4,572        9 %
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Founding Friend Honored
On July 13, the Carlsbad City Council presented a 
proclamation honoring Friends Founding Member Ede 
Westree for her many years of outstanding community 
service to Carlsbad. The award was accepted by her 
daughter, Barb Westree. Memorial donations to the 
Friends for Ede Westree will be used in the History Room 
at the Cole Library.
At the same meeting, the City Council voted to ac-

cept Friends funding for Library materials and pro-
grams in the coming year. The Friends have budgeted 
$100,000 to the Library for the 2010-11 fiscal year. This 
money will go toward the purchase of books and other 
materials, special programs for all locations, the Carls-
bad Reads Together community reading program, and 
the 2011 Summer Reading Program.

Barb Westree, center, holds the proclamation honoring her late 
mother, Ede Westree. Others pictured are, from left: Councilman Keith 
Blackburn, Mayor Bud Lewis, Mary Lancaster, Linda Sarnowsky, Friends 
President Taffy Cannon, Vicky Tarulis, Pat Hansen, Mayor Pro Tem Ann 
Kulchin, Councilman Mark Packard and Councilman Matt Hall.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY OF CARLSBAD, CA, INC.
1775 DOVE LANE, CARLSBAD, CA 92011

A nonprofit corporation:
Contributions are tax-deductible

NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY                                                                                ZIP

PHONE

E-MAIL

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS
q NEW                 q RENEWAL

q SENIOR INDIVIDUAL $10
q INDIVIDUAL $15
q FAMILY $25
q LIFE $150
q I have enclosed an additional donation

If you are already a volunteer, we thank you.

If you would like to volunteer, please check:
q DOVE LIBRARY BOOKSTORE
q COLE LIBRARY MINI STORE

q UNLISTED

(PLEASE PRINT)

(PLEASE PRINT)


